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To the AUTHOR of the LOUNGER. 
Aureus bane vitam in terris Saturnus agebat. VIRG. 


SIR, 
S in reading, either for inftruction or entertainment, one is always 
moft {truck with what comes neareft to one’s felf, we who are in 
the country have been particularly attentive to your rural papers. The 


family of which I am a member at prefent, have been very much enter- 


tained with them, We have found out feveral of our acquaintance in 
the letter of Urbanus ; and even the picture of your godmother, though 
a little antiquated, was too ftrongly marked, for fome of our party not 
to difcover a refemblance to it. Adraflus’s portrait of himfelf was too 
ferious for our meddling with. We never allow our imaginations to 
{port with the facrednefs of forrow. 

Since the receipt of’ thofe papers, it has become an amufement 
here to draw fketches for the Lounger; and fome of us laft night af- 
ter fupper propofed, that every one fhould paint his neighbour. To 
this fancy and a rainy morning you owe this letter. I will try to give 
you the whole groupe; I am fure if I could do it juftice, it fhould 
pleafe your benevolent readers better than the picture of Urbanus, 
though | give that gentleman perfect credit for the fidelity as well as 
the power of his pencil. But a family-piece of Greuze is more pleafing, 
though perhaps lefs valued, than one of Hemfkirk or Teniers. 

That I may however take no advantage, I will begin with myfelf. 
I am not of fo ferious a difpofition as Adraftus, yet am I not altoge- 
ther without fome of that rural fentiment which he indulges, and 
which you defcribe. 1 own | had acuter feelings fome five and twen- 
ty years ago; but having now lived half a century, lam become a 
good deal lefs heroic, lefs vifionary, and lefs tender than I was; yet I 
have not forgotten what my own feelings were, and I can perfectly 
underftand what thofe of younger men are; I confefs I like to fee 
them as warm as | myfelf was at their age, and enjoy a fort of felf- 
flattery in thinking that I have learned to be wifer, by being a little 
older than they, Something of the fame reflection | venture now 
and then to indulge, from the circumftance of being a bachelor; I 
think myfelf as well as lam, and yet 1 am pleafed to fee a hufband 
and a father happy. And as | am neither from age nor fituation quite 
condemned to celibacy, | have that fort of intereft in an amiable woman, 
or a promifing child, that makes their company very agreeable to me, 
and | believe mine not unpleafant to them. 1 have, thank God, good 
health and good {pirits; was bred fomewhat of a fcholar by my fa- 
ther, who lived in town, and a pretty complete {portfman by my grand- 
father, who refided in the country. When at fchool, I ftole an hour 
or two in the evening to learn mufic, and had a tolerable knack at 
making bad verfes when at college. In fhort, there are few things come 
acrofs me in which I am quite left out, and I have not the vanity of 
excellence to fupport in any of them. 

I generally {pend fome months of Autumn in the country, and this 
feafon have pailed them very agreeably at the houte of a gentleman, 
who, from particular circumitances, [ am pretty confident is the per- 
fon you once mentioned under the appellation of Benevolus, A gene- 
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ral idea of his charaéter you have given in the paper I allude to: 
of his family and their country life, will you allow me to try a little 
{ketch now? 

You have hinted at the ufe Benevolus makes of his wealth. In the 
country, as far as we can gather from thofe around him, he gives 
largely ; but as it is neither from the impulfe of fickly fentiment or 
fhallow vanity, his Jargefles tend oftener to incite induftry than to 
fupply indigence. Indeed, I have .been forced to obferve, that to 
nurfe poverty is, politically fpeaking, to harbour tdlenefs and vice; 
to prevent it is much the better way; fora man feldom thrives that 
does not deferve to thrive; and, except from fome unfortunate ac- 
cidents, which Benevolus is ever ready to pity and to redrefs, a man 
is feldom poor without deferving to be fo, The occupiers of Benevo- 
lus’s eftate are generally thriving: he fays, that to promote this is not 
an expenfive indulgence; but, on the contrary, that he gains by it, 
Tis fome money advanced at firft, fays he; but no capital is more pro- 
dudtive than that which is laid out on the happinefs of one’s people, 
Some plans indeed have been fuggefted to him for doubling the re- 
venue of his eftate, by difpeopling it of three fourths of its inhabit- 
ants; but he would never confent to them, If I withed for money, 
he replied to an advifer of thefe {chemes, there are many trades you 
fhould rather recommend to me; but the proudeft property of.a coun- 
try gentleman is that of men, He has not however that inordinate 
defire for extending the bounds of his eftate that fome great proprie- 
tors have, A gentleman, whofe family had been reduced in its cir- 
cumftances, offered his land to him for fale. Benevolus exprefled his 
forrow for the neceflity that forced the neighbour to this meafure, and 
after examining into his affairs, gave him credit to the extent of his 
debts. The young man went abroad, and from the recommendation 
of his honefty and worth, and great afliduity in bufinefs, acquired a 
fortune fufficient to redeem his affairs. Somebody obferved what an 
enviable purchafe that gentleman’s land would have been to Benevo- 
lus. ‘* But thofe acres would not have dined with me with fuch a 
“ face of happinefs and gratitude as Mr —— did to-day.” 

Such faces, indeed, are a favourite part of the entertainment at Be- 
nevolus’s table. One day of the week, which he jokingly calls his 
wife’s rout day, there is an additional leaf put to the table, for the 
reception of tome of the principal farmers on his eftate, from whofe 
converfation, he fays, he derives much ufeful knowledge in country 
bufinefs, and in the management of his affairs. He behaves to them 
in {uch a way as to remove all reitraint from the inequality of 
rank; and talking to every man on the {ubject he knows beft, makes 
every man more pleafed with himfelf, and more ufeful to thofe who 
hear hin. The reception indeed of thefe guefts ftrongly marks the 
propriety of feeling and of behaviour of the family. There is none 
of that ineer and tittering which one fees among the young gentlemen 
and ladies of other tables; the children ftrive who {hall help the fe- 
nior farmer of the fet; they afk queflions about the different mem- 
bers of his houfehold, and fometimes fend little prefents to his chil- 
dren. I have had the charge of fome parties of the young people, who 
dined. with the farmers in return; and then we have fo many long 
itories when we come back in the evening. There are no fuch eggs, 
nor fowls, nor cream, as we meet with in thofe excurfions, I am.al- 
ways appealed to as a voucher; and I can fafely fay, that we thought 
fo, efpecially when we took a long walk, or fifhed, or fhot by the 
vay. 

Benevolus has four fons and three daughters. Their education has 
been fcrupuloufly attended to; and there are perhaps no young peo- 
ple of their age more accomplifhed. When | {peak of their accom- 
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plithments, I do not mean only their fkill in the ordinary branches 
of education, mufic, dancing, drawing, and fo forth. I have feen 
fuch acquirements pafs through the memory and the fingers of young 
people, yet leave little fruit behind them, It is not fo with my young 
friends here; net only are the faculties employed, but the mind iS 
enriched by all their ftudies. 1 have learned a great deal of true phi- 
lofophy, during the rainy days of this feafon, from the little philo- 
fophers i in Benevolts’s library ; and when I indulge my(felf in a morn- 
ing’s lounge befide the young ladies and their mother, I always rife 
with fentiments better regulated, with feelings more attuned than 
when | fat down, The young people’s accomplifhments are fome- 
times fhewn, but never exhibited; brought forth, unaflumingly, to 
beftow pleafure on others, not to minifter to their own vanity, or that 
of their parents. In mufic their talents are fuch as might attract the 
applaufe of the moft fkilful; yet they never refule to exert them in 
the ityle that may pleafe the moft ignorant. Mufic their father con- 
fefles he is fond of, beyond the moderation of a philofopher, ’Tis a 
relaxation, he fays, which indulges without debafing the feelings, 
which employs without wafting the mind. The firft time I was here 
I had rode in a very bad day through a very dreary road; it was dark 
before I reached the houfe, The tranfition from the battering rain, 
the howling wind, and a flooded road, to a faloon lighted chearily UP» 
and filled with the mingled founds of their family-concert, was fo de- 
lightful, that I {hall never forget it. 

There is however a living harmony in the appearance of the family, 
that adds confiderably to the pleafure of this and every other enter- 
tainment. ‘To fee how the boys hang upon their father, and with 
what looks of tendernefs the girls gather round their mother! “ To 
“be happy at home,” faid Benevolus one day to me, when we were 
talking of the fex, “ is one of the beft dowries we can give a daugh- 
“ ter with a good hufband, and the beft preventative againft her 
** chufing a bad one. How many mrferable matches have I known 
fome of my neighbours girls make, merely to efcape from the pri- 
fon of their father’s houfe; and having married for freedom, they 
refolved to be as little as they could in their hufband’s.” 
Benevolus’s Lady, though the mother of fo many children, is flill 
a very fine woman, That lofty elegance, however, which, in her 
younger days, | remember awing fo many lovers into adoration, fhe 
has now foftened into a matron gentlenefs, which is infinitely enga- 
ging. There is a modeft neatnefs in her drefs, a chaflened grace in 
her figure, a fort of timid livelinefs in her converfation, which we 
cannot but love ourfelv sy and are not furprifed to fee her hufband 
look on with delight. In the management of her houfehold-concerns, 
ihe exerts a quiet and unperceived attention to her family and her 
guefts, to their convenience, their {ports, their amufements, which 
accommodates every one without the tax of feeing it buftled for. In 
the little circles at breakfaft, where the plans of the day are laid, one 
never finds thofe faces of embarraflment, thoie whilpers of conceal- 
ment, which may be offerved in fome houfes. Mamma is applied to 
in all arrangements, contulte ed in ichemes for excurfions, in the diffi- 
culty of interfering engagements, and is often prefled to 'be of parties, 
which fhe fometimes enlivens with her prefence. 

Benevolus, in the fame manner, is frequently the com ipa nion of his 
fon’s {ports, ‘and rides very keenly after an excellent pack of harriers, 
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though they fay he has gone rather feldomer out this feafon than he 
ufed to do, having got fo good a deputy in me. He was difputing 


tother day with the c clerg gyman of the parith, a very learned and a very 
worthy man, on the love of fport. “I mete) my good Sir, (faid Be- 
‘* nevolus), that there are better ufes for time; but exclufive of exer- 
es ~ 
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" cife to the body, there are fo many diflipations more hurtful to the 
‘** mind, (diffipations even of reading, of thinking, and of feeling, 
“© which are never reckoned on as fuch), that if fport be harmlefs, it 
“ is ufeful. I have another reafon for encouraging it in my fon, It will 
“ give him an additional tie to the country, which is to be the chief 
“ {cene of his future life, as a man likes his wife the better that, be- 
“ fides more important accomplifhments, fhe can fing and dance; 
“ and in both cafes, a man of a feeling mind will connect with the 
‘© mere amufement ideas of affection, and remembrances of tender- 
** nefs, Methinks I perceive an error in the fyftem of education 
** which fome country-gentlemen follow with their fons, They fend 
“ them, when lads, to ftudy at foreign univerfities, and to travel into 
** foreign countries, and then expect them, rather unreafonably, to 
* become country-gentlemen at their return. My fon fhall travel to 
** fee other countries, but he fhall firft learn to.love his own. There 
** isa polifh, there are ornaments, | know, which travel gives; but 
‘** the bafis muft be an attachment to home. My fon’s ruffles may be 
* of lace, but his fhirt muft be of more durable ftuff.” 

In this purpofe Benevolus has perfectly fucceeded with his fon, who 
is now eighteen, with much of the information of a man, but with all 
the unafluming modefty of a boy. ’Tis his pleafure and his pride to 
acknowledge the claims which his native {cenes have upon him. He 
knows the name of every hamlet, and of its inhabitants ; he vifits them 
when he can be of ufe, gives encouragement to their improvements, 
and diftributes rewards to the induftrious, In return, they feel the 
moft perfect fealty and regard to him. The old men obferve how like 
he is to his father; and their wives trace the eyes and the lips of his 
mother. 

The fame good fenfe in their management, and a fimilar attention 
to their happinefs, is {hewn to every inferior member of Benevolus’s 
houfehold. His domeftics revere and love him; yet regularity and at- 
tention are no where fo habitual. Attention to every gueft is one of 
the firft leflons a fervant learns at this houfe, and an attention of that 
ufeful and benevolent fort which is exaétly the reverfe of what is prac- 
tifed at fome great houfes in the country, where a man is vaftly well 
attended, provided he has attendants of his own that make it needlefs ; 

but a perfon of inferior rank may wait fome time before he can find a 

fervant whofe province it is to take any care of him. At Benevolus’s, 
it is every man’s province to fhew a ftranger kindnefs; and there is an 
afpect of welcome in every domeftic one mects, Even the matftiff in 
the court is fo gentle, fo humanized by the children, and “‘ bears his 
** faculties fo meek,” that the very beggar is not afraid of Tru/y, tho’ 
he bays him, 

In fuch quarters, and with fuch fociety, I do not count the weeks of 
my ftay, like your correfpondent Urbanus. The family talks of not vi- 
fiting Edinburgh fooner than Chriftmas, and it is not improbable that 
I may ftay with them till that ume: fo if your cotfeehoufe-friend takes 
notes of arrivals this winter, he may poflibly mark me down in my 
feat in the coach deftined for N° 7. anfwering the queftions of two 
cherub-faced boys, who are a fort of pupils of mine here in all the idle 
branches of their education. 

I am, 


. 


a 


SIR, 
Your moft obedient fervant, 


W. G., 
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Publifhed by WILLIAM CREECH; by whom Communications 
from Correfpondents are received, 


Next Saturday will be publifhed N° XCVIL 








